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XJn the 
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JMethod of forming a true Judgment of the 

Matiufcripts of jiutbors ; and on the leaving 
them in their Hand^s, or thofc of. others, for 
^hQ Determination of their Merit i 

Of the Knowledge of liew Books, and df 

the' Method of dillributing them for Sale ; with 
fome Gonfiderations on fuch Body or Bodies^ 
as do or may intend the Encouragement of 
Authors and Learning ; the whole proper to be 
perus'd by jiutbors or Others inclined to Books* 
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LETTER 

T O 

The Society of Booksellers, 

Concerning the moft proper Method ta 
form a true Judgment of the Ma- 
nufcripts ef Authors, ^c* 

Gentlimen, 

I HE Encouragement of Learning- 
(as no dopbt you are vay fen- 
Able} has been a' SubjeA (mted in 
the prefent Times ; wid Authors, 
as the principal Fardes concerned, 
are particularly conlldered on this 
.Occafion, to wit, as to the fornung of a true 
Judgment of Manufcripte, as well as the printing 
and difpofing of Books for thdr more particular 
Advantage, m which, fay they, you have hitherto 
■had too great a Share. 

The Encouragement of Lewning In general is, 

no doubt, a Thing greatly to be defired, and that 

B a right 
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a right Method fliould be taken m order thei«- 
to. That a proper Encouragement to Authors, 
and the due Difpofal of Books, are two grand Ar- 
ticles in this Affair, is not to be queftioned ; and 
that the former does, in a great Meafure, depend 
upon the Author himfelf, the fecond ort you, 
feems to me very evident, of both which, I fhall 
accordingly (more fully) fpeak hereafter. I know 
not then, but that a particular Letter on this 

. Subjeft, as the prefent, .fnay be no lefs ufeful to you 
and the Publick, than to Authors 5 and that to 
^et'fuch Matters in a clear Light, for the com- 
mon Benefit, is, perhaps, an ASak of as great 
Importance as many other Subjects we are dafly 
amufed with ; and the rather, fince tho* we have 
have had many fcattered Hints of Complaints, 
Reprefentations, or Juftifications of Authors Ma-- 
nufcripts or Writings, or of the Run or Sale of 
Books, fc?/. contained in.Ptefaces, Preludes, and Ad- 

^' vertifements, prefixed to many of their Works, fo 

». Jar as might relate to each in his Particular, yet 
we have not ( I think ) hitherto had any thing 
written on the like Subjeft, for the Good of the 
Publicfe 

Great Complaints, Gentlemen, you very well 
know, are daily made againft you by Authors, 

' C^c. for my own Part, I freely and fincerely fpeak, 
without Flattery, as I always did, and without 
the leaft Inducement from any' of* you, who are 

' all intirely ignorant of my prefent writing or in- 

* tending you the .following Letter, I cannot at 
prefent fay, that I have the leaft Reafon of 
CbmpHnt againft any one of your Sofiety, tho* 
I have often had Dealings with feveral of you 
in relation to Copies; yet on hearmg the re- 
iterated Complaints of others, concerning you, 
I have always confidefed you in the fame 

; Light with other Bodies of Men, whofe Oppref- 
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fibris every one (who inclines to be concerned wit^ 
them) muft guard againft, or take care to fecur^- 
bis own Property in the moft eflS^ftual Manner. 
Shoxild we deal in Matters of Property with 
Princes, Lords, or privileged Commoners, Di- 
vines, Lawyers, or Phyficians, Architefts, Vint- 
ners, or Taylors, can we imagine, that, in pro- 
portionable Dealings with any one of fuch Bo- 
dies of Men, there might not, in all Probability, 
be as great Giufe to complain, as Authors com- 
monly have againft the Bookfellers ? Surely there 
would even h& juft as much, were it left ip their 
Power to oppr^sfs us, iince Mankind in general 
(as other Animals) are but too apt to ftretch their 
Power in Favour of themfelves, or, in fine, ta 
take a little more from their Fellow Creatures 
than Juftice will admit ; fo that the Cafe is 
much the fame, whether a Perfon be a Bookfeller, 
or a Bifhop, a Lord, a Lawyer, a Phyfician, or a 
Taybr, nor do Societies lo greatly differ, for 
Men are Men, . 

But here I cannot forbear obferving, that be- 
fore a common Reader gets w,ell thus far in- 
to an Author's Work (which is anonymous) he 
judges it abfolutely neceflary to know his Name, 
and whether he has ever received a publick Sanc- 
tion ? Unwillingly, I fay, proceedbg any further 
without fuch a Charafter, or fome other particu- 
lar Recommendation of the Performance 5 not that 
their Time, for the moft Part, is fo very pre- 
cious, but that they are more ready to rely on 
common Fame, or the Opinion of others in whom 
they confide, than to depend on their own Judgi^ 
ments by taking a little more Trouble of ex- 
amining themfelves. However, I muft beg Leave 
to poftpone thefe Particulars at prefent, fince 
the Encours^ement of Leammg feems to demand 
a more immediate. Place. 

Bz It ^ 
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It h fufBcIently well known to the Publick, 
that a certain Society, of many of the firflf Rank, 
as well as feveral other Gentlemen of Charafter, 
have aflbciated themfelves together for this End ; 
and probably in general, a Society of Men of 
Merit, many of whom, have, in all likelihood, 
fcarce any other View than that of the fole En- 
couragertient of Learning (which is, no doubt, 
extremely commendable.) As to fuch who may be 
induced to become Members therein (if any luch 
there be) for the Sake of the Company, Vanity, 
or fome private View of Intereft, it is not lb 
properly my Bufiriefs to , inquire into their fecret 
Views ; I fhall for that Realon fuppofe them all 
to be on the Foot of ftrift Virtue, and thdr 
principal and only View to be the Encouragement 
0/ Merit and Learning. 

The wifeft and moft proper Method then to 
begin or fet about this Afiair, is the.Queftbn* 
The firft and principal Thing to be confider*- 
ed, in all prudent and virtuous Bodies of Men, 
who form themfelves into Societies, is, no doubt, 
the making choice of fome Perfon of Charafter, 
candid, knowing, difcreet, virtuous, and vigilant ; 
one of great Integrity, Judgment, Penetration, Se» 
crecy, and Probity ; one, in whom they can con- 
fide, as being qualified to receive thar commdii 
Refoiutions, aptly to take their Inftrudions, and pro-* 
perly to execute their G)mmands j fince *tis luch 
a Perfon, who, in EfFeft, may be fidd to bind of 
tis the Society together ; one, ' I fey, who not 
only receives their Pix>pofals, and minutes their com- 
mon Refoiutions, but alfo tranfafts their mofi: im* 
portant AiFairs ; a Perfon of Soliiity, well ifixpe- 
rienced in the Affeirs of the World, or Mankind 
in general, and capable of giving Advice or In- 
telligence on various Occafions. And, according to 
this proper or improper Choice fuch Bodies will 
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be efteeinecl, and fucceed in their Defigns ; even oft 
Kingdoms flourifti in Proportion, to the Wifdom and 
Honour of their principal Tranfaftor or prime Minif-. 
ter, who may be ftiled the Mouth of the Whole. 
In -.this manner it was, that the Charaders and 
Knowledge of Fontenelle and Hali * did Credit to 
their Societies. Such a Perfon, I fay then, ought 
to be chofe, after mature Deliberation, by fuch 
wfe Bodies, no ways byafs'd by any Particular, 
or the triffing Recommendations of thofe, who 
Kttle confider the Intereft or Reputation of the 
Whole ; nor fhould they follow the Example, of 
any other Society, linlefe fo duly cautious and 
GOrifiderate ; otherwife, they may poflibly, like 
others, approve of taking it by Rotation amongfl: 
therafelves, monthly, &?<:.. 
. But fhould they decline this Trouble, and ra- 
drer choofe to fix it upon a particular Member, 
then (fome may fay) Where is this valuable Perfoti 
to be . found ? Surely they who entertain a bad, or 
the meaheft Opinion of you Bookfellers, would 
hardly feek for one of your Number, but rather, 
amongft the moft eminent Authors, more e{pe- 
cially, fince, as it is reported, it is principally 
intended for tTieir Advantage. And yet, without 
Flattery, I could, methinks, even pick out fuch 
,a ;proper Perfon among yourfelves, were it agi^* 
able to, and confiftent with the Intent of fuch a 

Society 5 

* Thus if foch Society Ihould be any ways byafs'd by Favour 
rtr Intreaty^ip their Choice of any fuch Perfon, it would feem 
reafoni^le to- fufpedb, that even Manufcripts may alfo be 
judged of accordingly. But now I think on it, I heard a 
fltrewd Judge, or mudi confulted Conmiffeur fay, tfeat he could 
Hot ttiiy njo£^ find out ywy other J^efipt of a certain Society^ hut 
0bkt xof its beif^ fimid for the Benefit of their Secretary, Surely 
he muft be a fpecial good one f ftwas worthy his Contrivance) 
and if as fpecial an Author too, what may he not jufUy hope 
^r'from the moft indulgent Patrons, and the World in gen^ 
jal^ as well 9s from the Bookfellers in particular ? 
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Society ; but I iliall at the feme Time freely own^ 
that ihould a Body of Authors, or any other 
Society, make choice of, for their Agent or Fac^ 
totum^ fome ftraggling, idle, pretending Perfon, who 
would be glad , to nwJke one of the very Fag-ertd 
cf you, or of any, or of all Sorts of Bufinefs (whe- 
ther, fuch Perfon fhould or fhould not fometimes 
be more or lefs .intruded with Copies or the 
Difpofal of their Books, ^c.) What then, I fay. 
Would the more confider^te Part of Mankind think, 
of fuch a firft Choice ! — Princes, Nations, and 
all other Bodies of Men being generally juc^ed 
of, according to their Choice of Men and- Things. 

. The next Afiair to be confidered by foch a So- 
ciety, is the Method of fetting about what they 
ropofe. For my own Part, I find myfelf much at a 
fs, as to an exaft Account of their Scheme ; 
neidier do I find, that fuch Members, as I have 
conversed with about it, leem to be much more 
clear as to this Point ; fo that there ieems, as 
yet, a good deal of Uncertainty as to their De- 
terminations. Yet this, I think, may in the mean 
Time be advanced, that the general Cry (as doubt- 
lefe you very well know) Gentlemen, runis ftrong 
againft you, whether from fuch a Society in par- 
ticular, or of Authors, fc?r. The grand Charge 
an4 common Cbmplaint then (as I underftand 
it) is, Firft, that you are not always fufficiently 
ready to print all the fVorks of Authors ; and fe- 
condly, that you do not give them a fufficient En-' 
couragement^ but pocket all, or moft of the Profit 
of their Labours to yourfelves. A ftrong Chaigc 
indeed, and, in Appearance;, much fitter for the 
Bookfellers, than for an Author toanfwer! Ac- 
cordingly, ftiould I pretend to fay any thing in 
your Behalf, what can I well expedt, but to be; 
deemed a Hireling for you Bookfellers ? Yet, as 
it has always been my unlucky Fate, to be a 
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bold and open Aflertor of unbyafs'd, and con- 
fequently unpolifh*d Truth, by which, you are Very 
fenfible. Gentlemen , there is very little to be got 
in this World, as I have begun, I am refolved to 
proceed whatever be the Confecjuences, let the 
World even fay what they pleafe. As I am 
confcious of my own Innocence in this Refpeft, and 
none of you at prefent know the leaft of my De- 
fign ; fo I fhall not fear fincerely to affert, and en- 
deavour to do that Juftice, which is due to you 
and every one, who is mifreprefented or any way 
injured, fo far as lies in my Power, for the Bene- 
fit: of Society in general, as well as of Bookfellers 
in particular, and probably, even of Authors too i 
Truth and Honefty, as I have ftUl im^ined^ 
being the be£b Policy, and, m all likelihood^ our 
moft fblid and real Intereft. 

As to the firil part of the Charge here made 
agaanft you, to wit, that of not being always fuffici-^ 
en fly ready to print all the Works of Authors^ I mufi: 
very freely own to you, and to the whole Worlds 
that you are, in my Opinion, but too ready to print 
the Works of Authors in general, more efpecially 
iince 'tis hardly one in ten, modeftly fpeaking, and 
perhaps not one in twenty which turns to any tole- 
rable Accoimt, nay often hardly defrays the Charge i 
if this, or any thing like it be the Cafe, methinks 
you are no way blameable, were you even much 
more cautious in the printing ib many things as are 
daily publiflied, and accordingly you do often pay 
for fuch your Readinefs. But this Charge, when 
.duly confider'd, does in reality feem to be very 
idle, and entirely groundlefs: Do not all Mankind 
naturally feek their own Intereft ? and I believe it 
will residily enough be allowed that Bookfellers do 
not lefe confiilt it than other People. Now if fo, 
it cannot well be deny'd, that, where you can ima- 
gine or fee your Profit, you will readily enough come 

I into 



into It, and confequently without the leaft Difficulty 
willingly print any fuch Copies, feeing none can be 
more fenfible of the great Profits where the Copy is 
good : It is needlefs then to dwell any further on 
the Inducements in tWs Particular. 

As to the other, or fecond part of the Chaise, viz.. 
that you do not give Authors Jufficient Encouragement^ 
it appears to me even al^ioft as idle as the former. 
Is it not in the Author's Breaft or Power to make 
his own Terms^ or difpofe of his Copy as he judges 
moft proper ? whether only for a firft Impreffion, or 
a certain number of Copes, or for the whole ; and « 
accordingly to iniift on (uch a fhare in Books, or Mo- 
ney, as he efteems it to be worth, or that it's reafon- » 
able to give. Nor will Bookfellers eafily part with 
it, where the Profit is confiderable ; if the Author 
is fenfible of the Goodnefs and Value of his Work, 
there is no forcing it from him without proper Satif- 
fedlion. For my own part, I have not the leaft Rea- 
fon to complain of any of you, on this Account nei- 
ther, fince I have ever had what I infifted on ; fo 
that it may, I think, be taken for granted, that if 
you are very indiflFerent about the Purchafe, it is no 
good Sign (efpecially if all of you are fb) tho* it is 
no abfolutely certain Rule, fince you all may be 
miftaken, fcfr. but then the Author is ftill at liberty 
to follow his own Meafures. 

But here I apprehend is one thing that might much 
more rcafonably be complain'd of by Authors, th^in 
what has been advanced in the foregoing Charge, vit. 
that fo common, tho* in my Opinion very improper, 
and often difadvantageous (fometimes alfo particularly 
injurious) Praftice, of leaving an Author^s Manu- 
fcript in thp Hands of a Bookfeller, in order to be 
examined by a Perfon in whom he greatly confides. 
And even in this Refpeft I have as little Reafon to 
complain, as moft Authors, fince, when the like has 
been asked of me, I have fcarce ever fonfented ; I 
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ftiall, however, for the Benefit of others, here lay 
fom^thing on this Head. 'Tis true. Gentlemen^ 
that it is your common Plea^ that you are not fuffi- 
tient Judg* yourfelves of the generality of Subjedls, 
and therefore muft cohfequently refer it to fbme pro- 
per Judges, on whofe Opinion ybii can lafely rdy : 
But do you know, Gentlenien, that it is even as diffi- 
£uU a thing to know Men^ or their Knowledge^ that is^ ' 
to How a f roper Judge^ as it is to know Books. And 
therefore it may probably prove as difficult a Task for 
you to find out a proper, knowing, and uhbiafs*d 
Perfon, carefully to examine and judge of fuch ^ 
Work, as it is for yourfelves to form a Judg- 
ment \ and oftentimes much more diffitult, fince ^ 
Perlbn muft be knbwing to know a good Judge^ 
and not depend oti coJi^mon Vogue, or !Fame, a 
common Lyir. Befides, there are in reality extrcamly 
few good Judges (almoft in any way) even full as* 
few probably, . if not fewer ftill, than there are good 
Authors 5 and the very beft of them are often 
liable to Miftakes, particularly as to the univerfal 
Agreeablenefe of the Subjed, or the general Sale 6t 
a Book. Ad.d to this their frequent Negligence, 
and fometimes, more efpecially if Men of great Bu- 
finefs, their Attachment to Pleafure or Indolence, Csfr. 
So that they hardly fo much as ever look into it^ 
but indeed make their Report from their own 
received Opinion, or their Prejudice againft the very 
Title-Page, &c. For my own part, whenever I in- 
clined to nave any thing of my Own examin'd by a 
proper Judge, I have been extreamly puzzled, and 
in reality found it to be the moft difficult thing 
imaginable. And yet one might, methmks, reafon- 
ably enough imagine, that an Author fhould be 
full as •proper as any Bookfeller (who pretends 
not to know any thing of the Subjed) to find 
out a competent and unbiafs^d Judge for the 
due Examination of his own Work ; tho* in reality 
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I have experienc'd it to be a thing (as IVe {kid) fa 
extreamly difficult, that I have no\v: almoft laid afide 
the very Thoughts of attempting it any more. Nor 
have I fcarce ever, when I have fo done, difcover*d 
that my Manufcript was any way mended, whether 
it proceeded from a fecret Envy, Infinccrity, Defi- 
ciency, Negleft, and want of proper Application, 
or a certain Delicacy, &c. and yet all wife Authors, 
no doubt, would ftill be * very willing to have their 
Copies look'd over or correded by a proper Judge,, 
were it poffible to meet with, one fully qualified 
to perform the Task. Now if there be great Diffi- 
culties, even amongft thofe efteem'd to be the very 
befl: Judges, by the moft Judicious, what ftiall we 
fay, or think, then of inferior, lefs capable, more 
malign Examiners, and particularly when unluckily 
it falls into the Hands 6f thofe of the vety worn: 
kind ? And who, I pray, can tell what Hands it 
goes into, when once out of his own ? If then it 
comes und?r the Infpediojti of an ignorant Per- 
fon, or a common Enemy, what Judgment is the 
BookfeUer or Author to exped: from fuch a De- 
termination ? Or what, if the Perfon it is £hew*d 
to fliould be writing, or want fuch Hints on the 
lame Subjed himfelf, and fo, making 'em his own, 
find it convenient to difapprove of your Work? 
Nay, it is very poffible that a Woric may not 
be compleatly good, but even greatly deficient, 
or very indifferent in the whole, and yet the Re- 
vifer, or Examiner, may poffibly difcover feveral 
good Thoughts therein, and dealing them from 
it, afterwards, either remodelled, or otherwife, pro- 
duce 'em to the World as his owiv Permit me yet 
further to obferve to you, Gentlemen, that the firft 
Thought, or the very Sight only of the Title-Page 
of a good Work, may often be a Difadvantage to 
the Author of it, and a great Advantage to ano- 
ther penetrating Writer that fees it, whp miay from 

thi» 
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this general Idea form a Plan of his own, or make 
other Ufes of it, if he be writing on the Subjeft -, 
and ftill more, if immediately printing the like, ^r. 
Xhus, we fee it may in fofne Meafure ferve to 
correft a general Thought, and fo foreftal the for- 
mer, whether in Title-Page only, or otherwife; 
but if in the principal Matter, it is ftill more mate- 
rial, or if the Work be any way Critical, it may by 
this Means fall into the very I lands of thofe that 
are therein criticis'd upon, or elfe in thofe of their 
particular Friends. Can any favourable Judgment, 
then, be expefted from any fiich ? And therefore, 
in all thefe Refpefts, both Bookfeller and Author 
raiuft be imjpofed on ; tho' it more particularly tends 
to the iingular Prqudice- of the latter. Or if the 
Subjedt in general, or the Manner of reafoning upon 
it (tho* ever fo good) fhould but even feem to run 
any way counter to fuch Perfons Intereft, Schemes, 
or approved Method of Thinking, What fevoura- 
ble ©pinion can be expefted ? On the other Hand, 
what a partial Report will of courfe be made, in the 
Author's Favour, if the Examiner be his Friend, or 
the Subjeft anfwer his private Views ? Will not even 
a Dedication go for towards a friendly Decifion? 
But even take it at the very beft. Gentlemen, you 
•will find the Determination of any private Perfon 
to be extrcamly uncertain ; and I am very well 
perfuaded, that, if you duly confider it, you wiM 
be folly convinced of the Truth thereof. Atid if 
fome of you are ignorant of it, I am fure I know, 
that even /ome of the moft knowing arid cautious • 
Bookfdlers have been greatly advifed, and encou- 
raged to the printing a noted Book, and even 
by Criticks too m that way, as that of F — »/— -^ ; 
and yet it has tum*d to no* account, but quite 
the reverie, fefr. On the other Hand, we havie 
known Books, that in the Manufcript have been 
Damn'd, as well as others which fecm*d to 
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be fo, fincc, after their App^rance in the World, 
they have often lain by neglefted, or even 
as buried for many Years, and yet at length have 
revived by fome Accident, and being thus bright- 
ened up, as it were, to the Publick, have had 
an extraordinary Run, to the Undertaker's Advan- 
tage. Witnefs the Paradife Loft of the famous Mil-^ 

tofiy and the Opticks of Sir J-^ N , . which laft, 

'tis faid, had no Charadler or Credit here, tUl' 
taken notice of in France^ i£c. 1*he Hiftorical 
Connexion of the Old and New Teftamenty by Sbuck- 
fordy is alfo reported to haVe been fcldom enquired 
after for about a Twelve-month's time ; however, 
it made a Shift, tho* not without fome Difficult 
ty, to creep up to a fecond Edition, and after-^ 
wards even to a Tnird : And, which is a very 
remarkable Inftance, the Manufcript of Dr. Pri-^ 
4eaux^s Conne£iion^ wrote before this, is well known 
to have been bandy'd about from Hand to Hand, 
among feveral, at leaft five or fix of the moft 
eminent Bookfellers, during the Space of at leaft 
two Years, to no Purpofe, none of them under-^ 
taking to print that excellent Work. One or two 
of thefe Gentlemen I have in my Eye, who 
greatly pretend to be particularly nice, ex-^ 
tremely exaft, and duly careful as to thdr Ex- 
amination of Manufcripts, as I doubt not thdr 
other Brethren were, who alfo had the Doftor's 
Copy in cuftody, and queftionlefs ftridtly canvas'd 
by their orthodox and judicious Examiners. Yet 
alas! what did all this Care and Caution amount 
to, or what Strefs can be laid on any fuch Ex- 
aminations ? Thus, I fay, it lay in Obfcurity; 
jiot fo much as one Bookfeller entert^ning any 
Thoughts of printing it, until Archdeacon Ecbardy 
. the Author's particular Friend, took it in Hand, 
ftrongly recommending it to Mr. ^onfon (who had 
not Jret feen it) ^s a moft ^traordinary Pern 
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formance, and far fuperior to any thing he had 
ever feen on the Subjeft. Mr. Tonfon^ upon this, 
made it his Bufinefs to become acquainted with 
the Author, and purchafed his Manulcript ; and I 
need not inform you, or the World, that the Pub- 
lication of it proved very' fuccefsfiil ; moreover, it 
was a good Introduftion for Shuckford^s Connexion 
already mentioned, which in all likelihood would 
never have appeared, had not the other been firft 
printed. 

I could, on this Occafion, quote a fomewhat 
parallel Cafe of my own in reference to a Book 
('afterwards, I thbk, well enough receiv^d^ that 
by the like Force of Recommendation was alfo 
printed, fince otherwife, in all Probability, it would 
never have been undertaken, at leaft by any of 
your Society j I having fhew'd it to no EfFcia, 
^ven to the very Bookfeller who afterwards moft 
readily undertook it, and fheVd his great Appro- 
bation thereof, by the Largenefs of the Impref- 
fion. Kobinfm Cfufoe^s Manufcript alfo run thro* 
the whole Trader nor would any one print it, 
tho* the Writer ID. Defoe was in good Repute with 
them, as an Author -, until one of their Body (at 
laft) of a forward and buftling Genius, fufficiently 
known, who had not, or, at leaft, is not thought 
to have had the bcft Choice of Copies, engaged 
in the Publication ; and it turned to fuch Account^ 
that he gamed no lefs than a thoufand Guineas 
thereby, and 'tis believed, as much more has been 
acquired by it fince that Time. 

Is this then. Gentlemen, your fo extraordinary, 
excellent, and well chofen Method, for the Exami- 
nation of Manufcripts ? Is this the fo highly ap-* 
proved and applauded Way of Proceeding, on 
which you can place an intire Dependence ? Ve- 
rily, verily. Gentlemen, if this, or the like, be all 
lihat you have to truft to, in an Afiair of fuch 
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Importance, I cannot help faying, that, for my 
Part, I fhould even juft as readily lay the fame 
Strefs, upon the toiTing up of Crofs, and Pile, or 
throwing of the Dye, for the printing or not print- 
ing any fuch Perfprmance. 

^Tis true, indeed^ there is, even at beft, very 
great Uncertainty, in judging of the good or bad 
Succefs of Manufcripts ;' efpecially, if they do not 
manifeftly run on in a mad or nonfenfical Strain, of 
both which you ought in a great Meafure to be 
proper Judges yourfelves. And yet even when this 
Judgment is pafs'd upon them, who can tell how 
the Whim of Mankind will take its Courfe, or 
whether they may not be pleas'd with a Hurk* 
tbrombo ? So that, in reality, there feems to be a 
good deal of Lottery in the Affair under Confide- 
ration, Befides what has been already obferved, 
there is yet another Haf dfhip, which an Author 
often labours under, fuppofing him to be in- 
clinable to introduce his Manufcript into the World, 
without a Name, i^c. viz. that, according to the 
common Method of leaving it in the Bookfeller*s 
Hands, who having given it to his proper Judge or 
Critick, to be duly examined, upon his Approba- 
tion is now folly fatisfy'd as to the intrinnck Va- 
lue thereof, why then, at laft, the Author and he, 
perhaps, cUfagree as to the Terms, the natural Q)n- 
lequence of which is, that it is fhewn to another 
' of the Trade, who, if not in exaft Correfpondence, 
yet nearly copies after the former ; and if it chances 
to pafs thro* the Hands of all the principal Book- 
fellers, Criticks, &?f. which may be the Cafe, 
here is not cmly much Time loft, beiides inex- 
preffible Trouble, but all the Town, in Effeft, 
knows the Writer's main Defign, and beft Thoughts, 
to fay no worfe ; and yet not the leaft Bunnefe 
is done, unlrfs it be, that the Author fuftaihs an 
irreparable Injury : Now, can any one pretend to 
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deny, that, in thefe Clrcumftances, he has not 
Reafon to be extremely dif&tisfy*d, and juft 
Caufe to complain? 

But fhould the very unfortunate Author's Manu- 
fcript, during fuch its Perigrination, unluckily fall 
in the Hands either of feme of the lower Ciafs of 
Bookfellers, or of petty, mean-fpirited, ill-prin- 
cipled Criticks or Examiners, or of any other idle 
Perfons ready to make a Penny ; and there is no 
Poffihility of forefeeing into whofe Pofleffion it 
may come, either by Accident or othenvife, as I 
have already obferved, when i^is out of his own: 
I fay, by thefe or the like Means, his Manufcript 
may be copied, abridged, or the principal Parts 
thereof extraded ; and when fuch b^e and injurious^ 
Pra<9dces happen to be difcovered, all the Satifec*' 
don he can expeft, is no more than a flat De« 
nial, or at moft a fFho would have thought it ? or, 
TVbo could ever have fufpeSted or imagined any Juch 
Thing ? Now that foch Things have been done, and 
that more than once,, is, I believe, a Point that will 
not admit of any Difpute. But then I likewife 
know it is readily anfwered, that allowing this 
heavy Chaise to be true, it is unreafonable to fix 
it on Bookfellers of an eftabliflfd Character. I have 
juft remarked, that fuch Things may fall out^ 
dther by Accxd«it or othorwife, when the Manu- 
fcript is once out of his Sight ; and that tho* in all 
Appearance it be piit up in the fecureft Manner, 
either at home or abroad. Befides, is it to be 
fuppofed tliat an intire Stranger, a young or 
country Author, can certainly diftinguifti this Man 
of unfpotted Integrity, ejiablifh^d Char alter ^ and 
undoubted Reputation ? , 

I. do not apprehend. Gentlemen, that the moft 
finca-e of your Number can fee the Icaft Difficulty 
in all this \ but however that be, I muft obferve 
to you, Qentlemen, that it is> and ever has bee», 
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an-eftabliftiM Maxim with me, which I taka tb 
have been always held in the fame Eftimatiort 
by all cautiolis, knowing, wife, and honoutabte 
Men, viz. Never to g've any, or as Itttle' Room ai 
is p(^ble, for the leajt Sufpicion. Accordbgly the 
Wife of Julius defar was not to give the leaft 
Ground of Sufpicion ; and therefore it is, that I 
h^dly ever take the Charge of any Thing, if it 
can be Well avoided, that is liable to be embezzled 
or changed. Is it not a Thing fufficiently reported^ 
and probably you yourfelves may give fome 
Credit to it, that* even fome Jewellers, nay, 
who have appeared as Men of CbaraSler in the 
World, have been fhrewdly fufpefted of, or chai^'d 
with, tho* it' is pfetty hard to prove it, chang- 
ing the Stones or Diamonds of their Cuftomers, 
for which Reafon, feveral of the -Quality have 
been known to requeft, nay, even to infift on it, 
that their Jeweller, tho* of the firft, or/«//y efiahUfh'd 
CharaSler, fhould fet their Stones or Diamonds at 
their own Houfes, in their Prefence ; and there 
is no Doubt, that a wife and honfeft Jeweller 
would choofe this, where he imagines there might 
otherwife remain the leaft Sufpicion. Neither have 
other Bufinefles been altogether exempt^ from the 
like Charge. Is it not fufficiently well known, 
that Pidhites of Oil as well as Water-colours have 
been borrowed, and the Copies afterwards fent 
home to the Owner Inftead of the Originals, efpe- 
cidly when fuch Owners were incapable ofdiftin- 
guifhing the Difference ? And the Charge of 
Painters felling the Originals, and fending home 
their Copies in their Place, perhaps, a little touched 
up by the Matter, has been more than once fix'd 
even on the great Carlo Marat, tho* of fuch an 
eftabliflfd Character and high Reputation. In like 
manner it is . commonly repiorted, that Medals, 
engrav'd Stones, and the like Curioftties, have been 
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chang'd by fome in that Way ; and I am apt to 
think, there may fomctimcs have been but too 
much Truth in luch Reports. But \\ithout re- 
citing too great a Variety of Inftances in Trade 
or Bulinefs, I ihall only add, that if Country 
Folks are ready enough to charge the Miller, lo 
Bookfellers, I believe, as well as others, will h^ 
found no lefs inclined a little to fufpeft a Taylor, 
perhaps, even one of the beft Reputation (whea 
It conveniently fuits him) to cabbage a Pair of 
fcarlet, or other coloured Breeches, or a Bit of 

Sold or filver Lace, to trim up his Wife's or 
)aughter's Shoes* 

But 'tis true. Gentlemen, I may probably even 
be brought to allow, that fome Sorts of Copies 
run lefs Rifque, and confequently may be left with 
lefs Scruple or Danger ; fuch are thofe of Tranf- 
lations, or. on fome common Subje&sof no great 
Curiolity or Invention. However, where the 
Subjedt appears to be any way new (much more 
when entirely fo) or particularly critical on 
Perfons, Profeilions, (^c. it then, I fay, widely 
alters the Cafe ; or if the Subjedfc, in all Appearr 
ancc, be not treated of before, and there appears 
to be any Strength of Invention in it, or the par- 
ticular Manner of treating on it, all which, will 
in all Likelihood, be ealily difcover'd, from the 
very Nature of the Title Page itfelfj or at 
nioft by dipping into the Body of the Work : 
If this be the Cafe, I fay, an Author fhould 
no mpre leave his Copji in the Hands of a Book-? 
feller, than one who has newly found out a cu^ 
rious Secret in any Art or Science, or invent- 
ed a very ufeful Machine, would truft it with 
an Artill in th6 like Way, in order to promote 
the Sale thereofi As to Bookfellers, they may 
be fufficiently capable to difcovcr t|i^ Value of a 
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Manufcript, from the very Title Page, Acqpain-y 
tance and Converfation with the Author, more c-r 
fpecially, if he has already given publick Speci- 
mens of his Capacity in former Writings ; and, 
in Truth, if a Bookfeller is incapable of judging 
in this Manner, I think he has no juft Pretenlions 
to the Name he aflumes, nor is he of Confe- 
quence enough, in particular, to undertake that 
Branch of the Bulinefs which relates to the print- 
ing of new Copies. If this, Gentlemen, be not a 
fair State of the Cafe, I can fee no Reafon why 
iany moneyed Perfon, even a Fruit or Herb-wor 
man, may not undertake the printing of new 
Books, and thofe too that treat on the moft intri- 
cate and curious Subjects ; for what Qualification 
can they poffibly want, if no more be required than 
to give out an Author's Manulcript to a proper 
Judge to be examined, if fuch a one is to be found, 
as I hinted before. But this brings into my Mind 
afomewhat merry Incident, which, an Author told 
me, happened to himiclf as he was a ihaving at 
his Barber^s Shop in the City : By a meer Acci- 
dent there was at the fame Time, in the Place a- 
forefaid, an Apple or Orange-woman who fold 
Fruit, near the Court, one Side of her Shop be- 
ing ufed for that Purpofe, and the other for the 
Sale of Pamphlets, fmall Books, ^c. for ihe 
likewife followed this Bulinefs. The good Wo- 
man, flufli'd with the Profpe<9: of great Succefs ia 
the Booklclling Way, provided fhe had a fuffici- 
cnt Stock to purfue it in- a proper Manner, took 
occalion to tell the Tonfor, that fhe was in 
prefling Want of Money to purchafe Copies firom 
Authors ; and fhe farther acquainted him, (who 
fhe knew was in a Condition to ferve her) that a 
very extraordinary Profit might be acquired there- 
by, and withal, that if he would oblige her with 
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the Sum ihe rcqueftcd, he Ihould have an equal 
Share in the Gains. Our Author,, who could no 
longer patiently bear her foryvard Difcourfe, Itopr 
ping his Tonfor's Hand, ask'd her, how Ihc could 
pretend to judge of the Value of Copies ? To thi^ 
Enquiry the F emale pertly made the following 
Reply : " As to Manufcripts^ fays Ihe, that treat 
*' on witty and diverting SubjeiSks, I have con- 
" ftant Opportunities of Ihewing them to Pcr^ 
^' fons of the firft Rank and Quality, very com- 
*' petent Judges ; but as to thofe which are of 
^* a contrary Nature^ dull, dry, and inlipid, for 
*' aught I care, the Bookfellers may print them 
*' if they pleafe, they at no Rate fuiting my Pur- 
*^ pofe/' The Tonfor taking Offence at her 
prefuming to be his Dictator, in an angry^ 
and, at the fame Time, haughty Tone, gravely 
told her, that he flood in no Need of her Ad- 
vice and Inflrudions in this Affair, fince none 
had a better Notion of dealing in Copies than 
hjmfelf ; that, as for the Bookfellers, he ap- 
prehended them to be an intirely ufclels Boay 
of Men, and a dead Weight upon the Publick* 
He farther obferved, that if an Author's Manu- 
icript was of the graver or more ferious Sort^ 
relating to Phyfick or Ghirurgery, he could ca- 
fily have it duly examined at Barber Ghirurge- 
orli's Hall ; or, if it related to Divinity, Law, or 
to any Art, Language, or Faculty whatfoever^ . 
he had a proportionable Variety of Cufiomersy 
on . whofe Judgment he could place an entire 
Dependence, who were no leis willing than 
able to ferve him on all fuch Occafions, More- 
over, he ailured hen^ that he thotight no Place 
more proper for the Difpofal of Books than his 
own Shop, which was daily frequented by Perfons 
of all Ranks atxd Conditions j and that, as for his 
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bcft and moft learned Cuftomers, he, or hts 
Servants, could put into their Hands every o- 
ther Day, wlien they gave their Attendance, 
whatever Books were new and curious, and alfo 
receive their Commiffions. Upon this a Coffee- 
man, who hitherto in Silence heard their Dit* 
courfe, intimated in a loofc and muttering Strain, 
that he thought himfelf as fully qualified for 
dealing in Copies, by means of his Cuftomers, as 
any other Period ; and that, as a late ASt of Par- 
liament reftraincd him from vending of Drams, 
he might with more Juftice, follow this or any 
other Bufinefs, than cither of theml But 
the latter had no fooner fpoken hi^ Mind than, si 
wealthy Diililler coming in to be ihaved, ouf 
Author judged it expedient to withdraw, and ac- 
cordingly did take leave of his Company. 

Now, Gentlemen, how you may relifh this 
Author's Story, I can't pretend to determine; 
but, if upon leaving my Manufcript in your 
Hands, in order to te examined, apprehending 
it to contain injurious Refle<5tions on your Soci- 
ety, and therefore only fit to be damned, you 
Ihould r6iiife to print it, I cannot fay what Fate 
it might have after fuch a Refolution, cfpecially 
if it fliould be rejeded by your whole Body. 
However, I muft here take the Freedom to ob- 
ferve, that ifyou fhould a6t in this Manner, it would, 
perhaps, to the full as much difpleafe the refk of 
the World, as me in particular; and. Gentlemen, 
fhould luch Ufage as this compel Authors to 
print their own Works, and, in Efied, turn 
Bookfellers, could you on juft Grounds blame 
their Conduit ? For my own Part, I have never 
hitherto been inclinable on many Accounts to 
proceed in this Manner ; nor fliall I ever enter- 
tain any fuch Thoughts, at Icaft whilit you re- 
main 



mMti any Way reafonablc in your Terms : And, 
indeed, were the Cafe the very Reverfe, I lliould, 
niethinka, rather -chufe wholly to drop my De- 
iagn. However, ihould any Congers of Authors 
arifc, formed with Views to promote their own 
Interefts, and guard againfl: your Oppreflions; 
who ihould make it their Study to concert pro- 
per Meafures to prevent their being blown upon 
by an entire Conger of Bookfellers, or even your 
•whole Society, in the Cafe of treating about a 
Copy, with a particular Member, and he not a- 
grecing to fiich Terms : I fay, Ihould Authors 
take this Courfe in their own Defence, could you, 
with any Appearance of Reafon, find Fault with 
their Delign r 

As to the Society hinted at already, which is 
laid to be formed for the Benefit of Authors, and 
at which you feem not a little alarmed, it is, 
doubtlefs, as I remarked before, a laudable Un-^ 
dertaking ; yet I cannot forbear offering fomc 
Remarks in Relation to the Method (as it is 
reported) thev propofe to follow, with Re- 
fpecSt to the fending or delivering in the Ma- 
nufcript of an Author, viz. That it be fealed 
up, without any Name, or other Notice of the 
Author, in order to be examined by the whole 
Society, or a particular Judge whom they Ihall 
pleafe to appoint,, whether it be worthy of the 
rrels. Now, 1 would here fuppofc, as in the 
Cafes above ftated, that a Copy criticifes upon, 
or runs counter to the Intereft of any Member 
of the forefaid Society, could the Wri- 
ter on anv juft Grounds hope to have it 
printed ? Or, ikould fuch a Manufcript fall into 
the Hands of an Agent or Servant entrufted by 
thi$ Body to traufao: their publick Afiair^, in- 
clined himfelf to be an Author or Bookfeller, and 
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efpecially if* both, what could the Author rtji* 
fonably expeft, but to have it reje<Sted ? Unleft 
we can fondly imagine him to be Yully qualified^ 
both as to Capacity and Integrity, in the Manner 
already defcribed, fuch a Perfon as is rarely if 
at all to be found. Moreover, Ihould this So- 
ciety, as it is faid they delign, undertake the 
printing of Pofthumous Works, or thofe of Au- 
thors dcceafed fome confiderable Time, it does 
not appear, that, in this Refpcd:, they fo much 
confult the Benefit of Authors •, but as to the 
Affair of examining Copies, I can fee no Reafon^ 
why all Authors Ihould not be prefent during 
thefc Examinations, as well as thofe of Plays in 
particular, who are not only allowed this Libcr-« 
ty, but alfo to read if they pleafc ; for, being 
wius on the*Spot, they are ready to give imme- 
diate and pertinent Anfwers to the Criticifins 
and Objedions that fall in their Way* 

As to the mofl proper Methods for fbfming a 
right Judgment on Manufcripts, fo far as it con- 
cerns you, Gentlemen, I fhall diflin^tly confider it 
anon ; but, in the mean Time, I Ihall take Occafi-* 
on to repeat what I have already obfcrved, viz^ 
That whatever Complaints have been jalledged a- 
gainfl you, as to your Backwardnefs in printing' 
the Copies of Authors, I cannot conceive, that 
they are made on any jufl or folid Foundation ; 
and I will venture farther to add herc^ that it may 
be rcafonafily difputcd, whether the meaneft or 
mofl inconliderable Author of the abovementi^ 
oned Society, can juftly charge you with 
not being fufficiently forward to ^ublifh hi^ 
Works ? But as to the Article relating to his 
Encouragement, whether it has been always 
proportionable to the intrinfick Valuer of his Co-' 
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py, it is too tender a Point for me to determine ; 
and therefore I Ihall wholly decline it, left I Ihould 
be accufed of Partiality, or of touching others 
of fome Merit, who, probably, may often, or 
fometimes at leaft, from various and efpecially 
their own private Views, judge it expedient to 
ketter a bad performance ; for Virtue and KnoW'^ 
ledg€ are, furely, Companions never afunden Thus 
Gold is frequently borrowed, to gild over and var- 
riiih the very bafeft Metals ; fo, in like Manner, 
the moft putrid Carrion becomes left perceptible 
to thofe of no delicate Tajie or Smelly and, if well 
tofs'd up^ and dxXyjieisfd with Claret^ TrouJieSy ^r- 
ticboke^ Bottoms^ Cocks Stones and Combs^ ^ea^ 
cocks Ungues and Brains^ a little Bacon^ Butter^ 
OyJferSy Jnchovy^ Catchup^ Shalotj and Sevil Orangey 
with a proper Quantity of good Seafoning, Spi- 
ces, ^c. it is by this means rendered more tole- 
rable, and, confequently, fwallowcd with the 
greater Pleafure and Appetite, by the Perfons 
aforefaid. For my Part, I fliall refer this whole 
Aftair to your Judgment, and to that of Man- 
kind in general ; and, as to that wife and judici- 
ous Body fo often fpoken of^ or any other of 
the like Kind, whether they would not be more 
ready to print the Works of fuch, who by fome 
accidental Recommendation might have dropped 
amongft them, than thofe of an abfolute Stran- 
ger, or one entirely independent upon them, is 
what I cannot pretend to determine, but I Ihall 
leave that to themfelves to judge of the Encou- 
ragement of Authors, as well as of their Virtue^ 
Capacity^ &c. 

But now, Gentlemen, after all I have hitherta 
advanced, in Relation to the Hazard, Difficulty^ 
and Uncertainty arifing from the Incapacity, 
Negligence, or Partiality of the Examiners, m 
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Icavibg the Manulcripts of Authorf with thero^ 
in order to be duly examined; you wiU (I 
doubt not) expedl, that I fliould acquaint you, 
how to proceed in fo nice an Affair ; fince it is 
extreamly reafonable, that you Ihould, at leaft, 
be well latisfy'd, in the Value of Copies before 
you venture upon the printing th^n. I rea- 
dily enough agree to this, as far as the Nature of 
the Thing will admit ; but then, Gentlemen, 
you will, I hope, at the fame Time allow, that 
there is a very great Uncertainty, even in fome 
of the moft fpecious Determinations, as has been 
Jainted beibre. If ray Information be juft, the. 
Undertaker of the laft Tranflation in Folio of 
the famous and highly reputed Author, Rap^ 
^oyras^ an Uixlertaking of great ' Confequence 
and Importance, after he had publiflied a very 
conliderable Part of this Work, was for fome 
Time not a little dubious, as to its Succefs ; and 
ftrongly inclined to drop his Defign ; and yet it 
is well known to what a Vaft Account it turned 
at laft. Great Rifques muft of Courfe be run, 
where there are proportionable Views of Advan-» 
tage ; and if thofe Undertakings, which have 
alteady received a general Sanation, are fo ha- 
zardous and uncertain, muft not this of Neceflity 
be much more the Cafe, in Relation to new Co- 
pies, feeing the Judgment of the beft Judge that 
can be confulted is' lb very precarious ? I have 
already Ibewn, that the moft able Authors, efpe- 
cially of curious and critical Works, find it next 
to inipoffible ^to Sifcover a proper Judge of their 
Writings, and confequently a Bookfeller muft be 
at a much greater Lofs in this Cafe, who, not 
pretending to know any Thing of the Matter 
nimfelf, entirely depends upon the Report of 
ius Examiners j k being, in my Opinion, as I have 
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Gady mcufe difficult to form a Judgment of tho 
proper Judge, than to judge ofthe Performance 
itfelfi iince a Man muft be a thorough Judge of 
the Subjed himfelf^ to know whether the Perfon 
he refers to fufficicntly underfiands it, without 
proceeding any further, as to his Integrity, £^^. 
But ip order to give you fomc ufeful Hints, in 
Relation to this grand Affair, I ihall here ob- 
ferve, that two principal Things (which hither** 
to, perhaps, you have not fo duly conlider'd) 
occalion the great Demand, Run, or Sale of 
Books, viz. Firftj The tlmver/ality of the Sul;je£} ^ 
and Secondly, * T^be Name -(f the Author. You 
ought yourfelves, Gentlemen, to be proper Judg- 
es in boith thefe Refpedts, or elfe wholly decline 
this Branch of your Bufinefs relating to Copies. 
' As to the. former of thefe, namely, the Vni^ 
^eyfality of the Subjeii^ it may be in a great Mea- 
furc difcovered from the general Title, which 
acquaints you with the principal Contents, or the 
main Scope and Defign of the Work ; and, if 
it be more or lefs valuable, in Proportion as it is 
more or lefe new, curious^ or inventive, the Ti- 
tle-Page itfelf will, of courfe, not a little aflift 
you in forming a Judgment of its real Value. 
Having proceeded thus far, you may next dip 
into the Book itfelf, if it be written in your own 
Language, and particularly inquire whether it 
have a good Introduction, or, at leait, whether 
it be introduced with common Senfe, of which, 
no doubt, you pretend to be Judges j after which, 
you may examme other Parts, as your Curiofity 
or Difcrction may direft you, or as the Author, 
if prcfent, may polfibly require. All thefe Steps 
may be taken, perhaps, in lefs than an Hour's 
Time ; and give me leave, Gentjemen, once more 
to afiure you, that the Sale of a Book does not 
fo much depend on the Excellency of the Per- 
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formance, as on tlie Norclty abd Cuf io^y of tlitf 
Subjed, or its being handled in a newer and more 
curious Manner than any former Treatife on the 
fame ; fo that if it do not maniieftly appear to be 
either mad, or nonfeniical, or even many Degrees 
worfe than can well be imaginM in ^bc nurloPbrunH 
baic Stiky which, by purfuing the Method I have 
laid down, you will eaiily difcem, there isReafon 
to expcd: that it will turn to Account ; tho', if 
it be excellently well performed, it will, doubt-* 
lefs, be thereby rendered fo much the mo)re ac- 
ceptable to the Fublick. 

The Second Thing to be principally ci^fider-* 
ed, in the Affair of Copies, is the Name of th^ 
Author, which, as I hinted before, with the Ur 
niverfality of the Subjed, is the whole that con- 
cerns the Run or Sale of a Boak« . The Uni- 
verfality of the Subje<% necefiarily ifk:tpdes the 
immediate general Occafion or Demand fpr 
fuch a Work, ariling from certain Accidents, 
VicifTitudes, or Revolutions, of which a pro* 
per Judgment nfiay be imade, by dulj^ inqui- 
ring into the Novelty or Guriofity of the 
general Flan, as well as the Manner of digefting 
It ; ^nd by this Means, Gentlennen, you will be 
greatly enabled to judge of ^ Author^s Capa^ 
city. But if the SubjeS: has been already treated 
of, and in much the like Manner (efpecially if 
k has been thoroughly handled, and that by on^ 
or more of the beft Hwds) the Undertaker muft 
queftionlefs be more on his Guard, and make a 
ftri&er Examination into fuch a Manufcript, as 
well as into the Author^s Abilities, &r. But that 
the good Succefs c^ a Book does not fo mudi 
depend on the Excellency of the PeH^brmaoce, 
a$ on its Neceflity, Nbvelty, or the Intereft 
it has in our Pamona whic^ exeite us to de*' 
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mwdit (t^o' it muft bccpnfefled, that its Excel- 
lency QT cxqeeding Accuracy enhances its real 
Value) will appear more fully, if we confider the 
Cafe of P.^rty Writers ; for how well foevcr a 
Treatife bp written on one or both Sides of the 
Qu^ioQ^ the G^aerality of one Party fcarce ever 
demanj|,/Qr ever incline to read thofe of the 
Pther^ tbo' they both agree in fparing neither 
Expeooe nor Time, in pwrchaiing and perufing 
whatever is written in behalf of tncir refpeftive 
Parties, how ill or lit beft meanly foever per- 
j^rmed ; and thus they become yerv faleable 
Books. Now, £qv my Part, I thinlc it may 
be.j«iftly affirmed, tb^t the World in gene* 
ral is, in this Refped^ little elfe than a Multi- 
tude of Men of dif^rent Parties, who, for the 
mo& Part> ad: ipi the Manner we have here de- 
fcribed ; md ihould the Works of an Author fall 
in the Hands of one of anoppofite Party, in order 
to be examined, what an hopeful Account muft 
he expe<% from fuch a partial Judge ? Nay, do 
we not too often find, that the Opinions of the 
beft Authors, or of their Works, whatfoever be 
the Subje^ are alfo in a great Meaiure deter- 
mined by the Parties to which tfaev belong, whe- 
ther an Arijiotle^ a Gajfmdus^ a Des Cartes^ or a 
Newton 'y,^tA ihould 'any private, unknown, or 
obfcure Writer, in their Times, have contra- 
dided them tho' with the cleared Evidence^ 
his Works, no doubt, would have been generally 
if not univerfally opposed by the Followers of 
theie great Men, or elfe To intirely deipiied and 
diiregarded, that they eould have been little 
better than wafte Paper* Accordingly, Gentle- 
men, I bcUeve that you would more readily print 
the Works of a Biihop, however indi^rent, thai^ 
thofe of an inferior Clergymaa &r better^ if he 
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have not obtained a publick SdXkdAm;:, ^and, in 
like manner, that you would accept Che^'Gopy of 
a Phylician in great Vogue, or oi ^' fliinink Re^ 
putation, without the Icaft Hefitatioa, and give 
It vaftlythe Preference, tho' in Rtalfty a forry 
!Performance, to that of another infinit^lj^ ftipe>* 
rior to it, if its Author be little known, drmake^ 
no Figure in the World. I freely aflbw^* that 
in both thefe Cafes, the firft would t^rn tea 
more immediate and much better Account, lince 
in all. Probability you might fell five of the « for- 
mer to-one of the la'tter'; arid I doubt Jnot'you 
will be apt to tell me, that rfie Books which 
fell bell are itioft for your Furpofe, and that you 
need not be fbllicitous about the intrinfic Yaltre 
6f a Book, if it does tiot- ftll^ that bfekig its prin- 
cipal Goodnefs in your Eftima^tion. However, I am 
very well fatisfy'd^ that a Book may ih-Effcd: be 
4^mn'd by Enemies^ or through Party Malice, as 
has^ bedri ohferved before, that is far more excellent 
than another which has a ready Sale, beiiig fupport- 
ed by Friends, or that it tnay link for want of the 
Autlior's iSfame beinglufficitntly confpicuous : But 
T li-kewife'ttpw, that ypu will heartily pray that 
Gbd may pfderve you from that betuv^'cne' which 
does' not 'feik I am very , fenfible. Gentlemen, 
that' your 16ufint:fs, like all other Trades^ is to 
get MQiiey, '^ yet give me Leave at the fame Time 
tt) retti'arkj that this immediate or prefcnt Gain 
(fo coniitionly fiiatch%' at^by the Unthinking) 
perhaps^ very feldorti' jiroves to b© their real 
Ihtereft^vfc) thatj in my Opinion, as Honefiy 
is th^ hlejt 'policy J 2XidL good JVine iieeds m Bujhy 
theTradcfmen, who take the contrary Gourfe, 
are generally found to thrive mofl: ; and, pcAaps, 
\i is nbtoncei^ in ten Times thkt it happens o- 
thervvife: Ateondihgly, a Bookfellei", who takes 
dixH e^are to examine hia^G^pics, and prints none 
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but fuich as triily defer ve the Notice arid Efteenl 
of the PubKck^ even tho' they ftould not run ofFfo 
&& as others, on more trifling/indifFer^t, or. ob-^ 
fciene Subjedts, finds at laft that, they tun^to the 
beft Account ;. for Men, in general^ entertaining 
a better Ojpinion of fuch a Bookfellcr, and .con?" 
^quently ©f the. Books he prints ; his Cuftomecs' 
will venture to take 'ena on his own Word, in^ 
even ' Strangers be no . way ' ftarful of '.dealing 
with him, lincei;tbey know he has.to ef^bliihed 
Charadterf fbt being concerned in no Go^e? that 
are not really^ood; whic^^ methinksyfuiScieotly 
appears from Idaily:Expcafientd and Gbfer^atidn% 
I£ at any Time/it happe^iotherwift, Qt that one 
who deals in nothing buc TVafb' or Trumpery^ 
proves very : fuccefsful, it is ati cxtra(jwdtnary. 
Cafe J and the Reafondf it, perhaps, i$j that 
there is not another Bookfclkr in his Neighbour-^ 
^lood, of thc;contrary Chara^r, who has a Pa* 
rity of Fortune, fi^r/ ^ 

It is very Well knowh^ that moffc Book^ are 
rather bought by the. Force c}f Recommendation 
dr common Vogue, than the Judgment of the 
Rjoider, afterCa fiill and impartial Examination ; 
and therefore a Bookfellcr, confident Qf.t|ie in- 
trinfic Value of his Book, can boldly rc^onirttend 
it, even to hLs beft Guftomers (which . he .wQuld 
notj or ought not. to do btherwife) when he knows 
it to be his own Intereft^ . And in Truth I 
cannot fee, why fuch a Recomihendation; ifliould 
not be more regarded than, that of an acciden- 
tal Acquaintance^ or pretending Critic, ^c^ for, 
as the Bulk^of Mankind are in moft fXhings 
led. in I this ^Manner, it:;feems equally reafpna- 
ble, that fiich as cannot depend uppn their own 
Choice, or have no Leifure n©r. Opportunity of 
chooling for themfelves, ihouki alfo be directed 

by 



1 
( 



by the Advice of their Bookfeller. And the 
Bookfeller^s Recommendation, aslt is of fingtikr 
Ufe^ {o iti is no more than doing Joftice to his 
Author, fhould the Book lofe Ground, or not be 
fo much e&eemed ^ it really deferyes ^ for, Uki 
a brave General ^o knows the Valour of hb 
Troops, he ought not to be difcouraged by any 
little ohock, Scarcity of Foragey or omer nar(& 
Ihips, but proceed himfelf with undaunted Ke« 
iblution, and, tho' not withoiit -a becoming Mo« 
deify, animate all th^t cofne in his Way* 

I am not ignorant^ Geattemeo, that fomc 
0f you^ are of Opinion, that ^ the Value of 
a Book, if it has'mif, wifli undoubtedly be 
dilcovered: in the fhdrt Spgce of i fix or twelve 
Montti^ though I hav^ ihewn the contrary 
from riie Inftances of MHton^ &c* But, in An- 
fwer to thisj I fhall only repeat what I have 
already obfefved, that this is fo far^ from being 
always the State of the Cafe, tha;t it full a3 
often happens otherwife j which fliews, that 
you are too raih and forward, in judging of the 
vahie of a Book from its Sale. It is beyond 
all Diftmte, that many Copies in Divinity, Phy-» 
lick, ^€. vaftly fiiperior to others more known in 
the World, by reafon of their Obfcurity^ icarce* 
i^Il at alljy and lie even as it were dead and buried, 
unlefe by fome mcer Accident, their Authors be- 
coming better known, they chance to have a 
Revival; whilft the latter, tho' Performances o£ 
far lefs Merit, written by very noted or eminent 
Pcrfons, have a furprittng Run, and even come 
to feveral £lditions ; and that becauie, the former 
being unknown, the Bulk of Mankind do not 
judge for thcmfelves, but rely too much on the 
Judgment of others* 
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As to the: Publication of a Book in the md& 
j^c&ja^ Manner, it principally depe;Qds on the 
Bookfeller, vrhofc Province it is to have it dulv 
advcrtifed ; and^ if reaHy good, he ihould do all 
that is poilible in its Favour, not only^ as vrc 
have laid, by ftrongly recommending it to his 
Cuftomers, but alfo taking tlie molt prudent 
Steps in exchanging it with his Brethren. That 
many Copies arc damned by Enmity, or loft for 
want of proper Support, is not to be doubted ^ 
whilft others, vaftly inferior,' fucceed by the 
Power of Friends. How far this may proceed 
from the Bookfeller^s Credit, Induftry, or Vigi- 
lance on the one Hand, or his having the con- 
trary Qualities on the other, I will not pretend 
to aetermine ^ but it is not to be diijputed, that 
a Bookfeller of Capacity, Integrity, and Dili- 
gence, eipecially if he have a brisk Trade, may 
puih off a fmall Impreflion of almoft any Thing 
tolerable, whilft the very lame Performance would 
intirely milcarry in the Hands -of another, who 
is ignorant, flothful, and of little Credit and 
jBufinefs« However, it is certain, that the Sale 
of a Book chiefly depends on the Univerfality 
of the Subjef);, and that the moft excellent do not 
meet with the greateft Succefs ; and accordingly 
we find, that Robinfen Crtffoe fells quicker than 
Lochs on Human tJnderftanding, and the Beg- 
gars Opera than the beft Comedy : Nay, is it 
not fumciently known, that fome have acquired 
Eftates, by printing Tom Thumb, Riddles; 
Songs, Fables, the Pilgrims Progrefs, and fuch 
like common Trumpery ? * 

The Truth of what I have advanced will ftill 
iarther appear, from the Cafe of Pamphlets, 
which muft difcover their Power in the fhort 
Space of four Months, and fbmetimes fooner, 
according to the Returns made from the Shops. 

Now, 
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Now, that infinitely more Books, ill ]?i?op6rtioit, 
than Pamplcts, turn to Account, tho^ the latter 
are often written on more immediate and gene- 
ral SubjciSks, at leaft for the prefent Time, I take 
it to be " an unconteftable Point ; and I believe 
you will alfo readily grant, that fome of them 
better. done, on ferious as well as otlicr Matters, 
are frequently loll and buried in Obfcurity, whilft 
the former live, and to a tolerable Purpole. You 
are not infenlible, that the Reafbns, why Books 
have, in this Refpedfc, fo much the Advantage, 
are »ot only their having a longer Time allowed 
for their Sale, and. beiAg in the proper Shops, 
for into Pamphlet-Shop^ome cannot, and other 
Cuftomers never go ^ but alfo becaufe Pamphlets 
are often anonymous, and, which does not a 
little contribute to this Succels^ you exchange 
Books amongfl one another in the Trade, ^c* 
This, in my Opinion, evidently proves, that the 
molt excellent Copies do not always turn to moft 
Account, tho', perhaps, they generally do fo ; but 
that many other Things are to be confidered, 
on this Occafion, as I have already obferved'; 
and I cannot imagine why Pamphlets as well as 
Books, ef^ccially if written on folid arid fubftan* 
tial Subicds, may not, by taking proper Steps^ 
in like Manner become fuccelsful. 

But as this Affair, Gentlemen, feems to be 
your own, or the Publiiher's Province, to whom 
you commonly refer it, I Ihall decline any far- 
ther Enlargement ; tho' I cannot help faying, 
that if no more than an hundred Copies of an 
anonymous Book or Pamphlet, or whofe Author 
is not yet known to the World, arc fold by the 
ufual Method in half a Year, or the like Time, 
five hundred might be dilpofed of by the Ufc 
of proper Means, efpecially if the Subjeft be not 
•too confined ^ fmce, in all Appearanct, this hun^ 
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dre4 is bought without apy Biafs at all, and 
purely from the Rxjader's Approbation of the 
Performance, after a ji^ and impartial Examipa- 
tion. It is ^ot to b^ doubted, that ten Time^ 
that Number go off in Town and Coi?ntry^ 
merely by Dint of Recommendation, and that 
in the ihort Space above-mentioned, innume^ 
rable Multitudes have neither feen nor even heard 
of the Work ; fo that there muft of Courfe re- 
main a Deficiency, as to the moil effedtual Way 
of rendering it univerfally known, in order to its 
farther Confumption, at leaft to fuch a Degree 
as I have ftated the Cafe. Moreover, is it not 
certain beyond all reafonable Contradi&ion, that 
iBooks of j^al Merit, have for a long Time beea 
wholly difregarded, until gt length being parti- 
cularly taken Notice of, and flxongly recom- 
IPended by an eminent Perfon, or Perfons of Ge- 
nius, Rank, or a fhining Reputation, the Reading 
of it has become a Fafliion j of which we have 
a remarkable Inftance in Milton s Paradife Loft, 
a Book that had been long buried in great Ob- 
fcurity, until the Lord Halifax and Aiiifon^ 
ithofe powerful Patrons, took it under their fpe-* 
cial Protection, and gave it fuch high Encomi- 
yms that it continues in great Vogue even to 
this Day; and many other defpifed Works have, 
by tbe like Means, been brought into Efteem 
with the Publick. It may be faid of good Book? 
US well as good Fi<5tures, that their Beauties and 
.Pcrfe<ftions, like thofe of an inferior Nature, are 
JOOt to be diiberned at once, but Time and Con- 
fideration are necefiary to form a proper Judg- 
iTKpt; wd fome firft^rate Authors, as well as 
Paioters, never pleafc till after their Deceafe, 
wthen their Works appear to the utmoft Advan- 
tage ; for ^ Mr. ^oye juftly reprefcats the Mat- 
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has givfen infcontcftablc Proofs of his AbilitlilS) 
is riiore to be relied on, than another at bis firft 
letting out, in the Quality of Author, of who i^ 
as yet altogether uriknbwn to the World j btlt 

J^ ;et this Dependence is not tb be carried too far^ 
inee there is Reafon to fear, that in other Ca- 
fes, is Well as Patrotia^es or Dedications^ luch 
Leidlrig-Strings dd dhen miflead and pervert 
the Judgment. 

1 am not infenfible,^ that the Gentlemen of 
your Sck:iety, who affittn, that a good Copy will 
of Courfe difcovtr its Value, and that in the (hort 
Spice aboVeitietttioiied, conlldtring Advettifing it- 
feif, as no more than a Sott ot^njjing^ t&c . But to 
fuch Perfoiis 1 would beg leave to obferve^ that 
whatever is done in the Affairs of human Life^ 
taken In a ftridt Senfe, is little elfe than a dif* 
fcrent Manner of buffing ; and a certain Ynnch 
Author has written a Trcatife on the Omtlaitanri^ 
of moft Employments, Callings, or Profeffions* 
And tho* I by no Means approve of an idle, mean, 
quackilh, or ridiculous Method of doing Bufinefs, 
and, pcrhajps, art as little chargeable as ahy Pcr- 
fon with luth Proceedings \ yet I carfnot help 
thinklnfe it to be the Diity of all Men, to make 
ufe of the moft proper Means, that are confiftent 
with Detency and Difcretion, to fet ojff their Goods 
to the beft Advantage, or, of Authors, to render 
their Talents fufiiciently confpicuous. Provided 
there is, on thisOccafion, aninviolable Regard hud 
to Truth and Modefty, I cannot fee, but that it is 
even laudable in a Man to do all that is poffible ta 
promote his Intereft ; and particularly in a Book- 
' leller, whether it be by repeated Ad vertifements, 
Specimens, Quotations, ExtraAs, or Abridgments 
ot the Copies he prints, or otherwife, which, by the 
Way, is more ap^iy termed ^njh'm^ than ^uffingy 
if he be fully feti^ftcd of their real Va!uc* 
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Having already given you feme ufeful Hintd, 
how to proceed in relation to Copies treating on 
Subjc&s within the Gorapafs of your own Judg- 
ment, you will, I doubt not, Gentlemen, natu- 
rally think it high Time, that I fhould ofier fomo 
Direftions, with re{pe& to thofe written in Lan- 
guages, or on Arts, Sciences, ^c that you are 
altogether Strangers to, and confequentiy furpais 
vour Capacity* Now, in thefc or the like Cafes^ 
I readily grant there is little Streis to be laid oa 
the Novelty or Curiofity of the Title, or a {vh 
perficial Knowledge of the Author ; and that 
you muft, of Neccffity, have Recourfe to one 
who thoroughly underftands the Affair. You 
fliould confult fuch a Ferfon, &xr an Hour or more 
togedier, as the Nature of the Thing requires, 
in the Author's Prefence, by which Means you 
will hear, at once, the Objedions of the one, 
^id Replies of the other, and, of Couric, acK 
quire fome Infight and Satisfaction, in relation 
to the Knowledge of both ; and, in particular, 
you will not be fo eafily impofed upon by the 
Perfon who examines the Work. 

As to an EKaminer's Shynefs, in defiring not 
to be known to an Author, I take it to & aq 
idle and groundle^ Pretence 9 and, for my own 
Part, if I ihould think it eKpedient to undertake 
this Office, which is far from being agreeable, 
cfpccially if the Copy be bad, I would make no 
Scruple of acquainting the Author with fome at 
Icaft, if not all the ObjeftionSj which ied me to 
judge it an infufiicient Performance ; and if it 
flood in Need of Amendments, I would frankly 
and fully declare my Opinion : Nor can I con- 
ceive, that a Judgment, without fuch Frankneis, 
is much, if at all to be regarded. However, it 
muft be allow'd, that an Examiner ought duly to 
conliderr the Nature and Difpoiition m the Per^ 
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fon whom he advifes, and be more or lefs open 
in his Advice accordingly ; and if he engage the 
Bookfeller to bring the Author, as it were by 
Accident, into his Company, the firft Time, with-* 
out direaiy entring upon the Examination of his 
Manufcript, he will have an Opportunity of found- 
ing his Temper as well as Capacity, and fo dif- 
cern whether it be advifable to proceed in the 
Affair. But I muft own I have ever thought, 
that the plain and open Method is the faireft and 
beft, and I Ihould always mofl: readily choofe it 
myfelf, and recommend it to others. The bring- 
ing the Author and Examiner, Face to Face, I 
have known more than once to be attended with 
a good Effed: ; and I particularly remember, 
that a Copy of my own, in my younger Days, 
was referred to Mr. ^rior^ a Gentleman with 
whom I had never fpoken before ; who, having 
received me at his Houfe, in the mofl obliging, 
and polite Manner, over a Dilh of Tea, pointed 
out to me fome Faults, but with the utmoft Can- 
dour ; and tho' I doubt not he could have made 
. many other Remarks, which he probably omit- 
ted, on Account of my being a Youth and an ab- 
folute Stranger ; had he been never fo frank 
and open, I could not have taken it amifs, 
being fully convinced of his Judgment as well 
as Integrity. Moreover, the Expediency of this 
Method of Examination appears, from the com- 
mon and focceisful Ufe oi it in the Cafe of Dra-i* 
matic Writings ; and I can fee no Realbn, why 
it may not, in all other Inflances, anfwer the fame 
valuable Purpofe. 

• Indeed, I muft ingenuoufly own, as I have 
hinted, before, that I never had any juft Caufe to 
complain of the Bookfellers, at leaft as to any 
Thing very material ; and that I confider them 
in the fame Light with moft other Bodies of 
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Men ; but yet I think it is greatly to he wifh'd, 
that, when an Author judges it expedient to 
conceal his Name, f bme more private Means were 
put in Praftice than thofc commonly ufed at pre- 
fent by the Members of that Society. It is too 
well known, that if a Copy is communicated to 
any one of this Number, cfpecially if it be left 
in his Hands, it is readily ihewn to one, or more, 
if not the whole Conger, and, in all Appearance, 
with as much Reafon as to the firft, fo that the 
Author's Name is, of Courfe, difcover d ; and, 
befides, the Variety of Printers Servants, £^a if 
the ^uthor revife nis Sheets, as they come from 
the Prels, renders it ftill more difficult to pre*- 
vent its being known to the World* But the 
word of all is, that if) after his Copy has pafs'd 
thro' many Hands, he Ihould not agree to the 
Bookfellers Terms, he is obliged to apply to 
another, of the fame Conger, or fome other fuch 
Company, who will take no left Freedom than 
the former, fo that, in Effect, the Author be- 
comes univerfally known, before his Work is fo 
much as printed ; from whence it appears, that 
it is fcarce poffible the Authors Name fhould re- 
main a Secret, if he treat with a Bookfeller, in 
relation to his Copy. 

As to the lower Rank of Bookfellers, who are 
ignorant, undetermined in Bufineft, and eafily 
fway'd or over-ruled by others ; who, for the 
Sake of Curiolity, or their own private Ufe and 
Inftru6tion, dip into a Manufcript, and at length, 
only trifle with the Author, hardly knowing what 
they fully delign : Sucb> I fav, in my Opinion, 
are rather to be ranked with tne Apple or Herb- 
woman afbre-mentioned, than among the Book- 
, fellers ; and, for my Part, had I Reafon to com- 
plain of ill Ufagc from this Sort of Men, I ihould 
only coniider it as an Accident that might have 
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happened in dealing with JPcrfons of any other 
Society, and in fome Meafure ray own Fault, 
who ought to have been able to diftinguifh fuch 
mean, peddling Traders firom thofe of Capacity, 
Credit, and Reputation. 

Accordingly, when Authors accufe the Book- 
ieilers of printing off more Copies than wo-e con-* 
jiftent witn their Agreement, I am apt to believe, 
that this heavy Charge is not to be fixed on the 
whole Body, but muft be confined to the little 
Pretenders to Bufinefs, who do not deferve the 
Kame they afiume ; for my own Part, I nc^ 
ver met with any injurious Uiage, in this Par- 
ticular. Indeed, I have been informed by an 
Author, that there is juft Room to co6iplain, on 
the forefald Account ; and that a certam Book- 
feller, guilty of fuch a vile and deteftable Crime, 
on its being dilcover'd, had not only acknow- 
ledged ic, but alfo made fome Reftitution. Ail 
that I can oficr, in Anfwer to this Objedion, is, 
that there is great Re^on for an Author's Com<* 
|>laint, wlio is treated an fixrh a diihonourable 
JManner ^ and that, if it can be fully proved, the 
iaw has provided a proper, and, in my Opinion, 
a very fevcre Remedy. 

But this reminds me of an Incident that hap- 
^peckd to m}l(eljf^ in relalioa to the little Confi- 
dence Autliors place in the Bookfellers : One of 
the lacter, whom I take to be a Man of as much 
Ifonour lis any of die Society, defiped me to 
4eave a Copy widi hi<», &>r a Ni^t, $&vcing me, 
4hat he only wanted to perufe it him&li^ which 
I readily believed ; bu| yet I told him, that I 
xould not grant, his !Requ«;ft, having thought it 
improper to truft it in the Hands of an older 
Acquaintance, for whom I ihad alfo fome Efteem, 
without doing iT^uftice to the other. This oc- 
vcafionh^ « Diiagr^cment, i ^ply'd to iia<^her 
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of the Trade^ who, tho' at firft he feemed fully 
fatisfied, on the Hcad^ afterwards infilled on hav-^ 
ing my Manufcript, in order to Ihew it to a pro-^ 
per Judge j but, far frotn being inclined to a 
Compliance, I informed him, that I had already 
refuftd it (as aforefaid) to one of his Brethren,* 
with whom he had a particular Acquaintance^ 
and probably frequent Dealings too. Upon this, 
he fmiling'faid. That 1 could not furcly imagine^ 
that the other Bookfeller intended no more than 
his own Perufal of my Copy, fince he, dotJbtlefs^, 
* would have it examined by a proper Judge of 
the Subjed:, which he could not himfelf pretend 
to, (^€. but I reply'd, That I could not appre- 
hend, that the forcfaid Bookfeller, whom I con^* 
fider'd as a Man of Honour, and confequently 
pun^ual in regarding his Word, meant any more 
than what he exprelfed, viz, that he only want-* 
ed to perufe it himfelf; for, as I farther dbferv- 
ed, tho' he might not be, in Stridnefs of Speech^ 
i thorough Judge, yet, being a Man of Senfe 
and Penetration, it was natural for me to believe^ 
that he was willing to fatisfy himfelt^ that the? 
Perform wee was tolerably well done, or at Iciiidid 
not contain downright Nonfenfe, or very groft or 
material Faults ; and, poffibly relying a little on 
my own Capacity as well as Integrity, I hating al- 
ready hinted to hir^ the Uiificulties attending ^ 
jufl: and impartial Examination. However, this 
laft Bookfeller, as I have faid, could not forbear, 
fmiliof; at my great Credulity; f^ow^ if one of 
the Trade entertained fuch a mean Oprinioii of 
feis Broker, whom, at the fame Time,- hH iU 
lowed to be one of the beff of the Society,* what 
mvft m Authof, thettj or any otheir ii^difFerenf 
J^crfori^ think of th^ wnole Body? Tho", fofmy 
iywn tart, t mufli own, thaft 1 thought not the 
hfittGi oCJfadfti who' w« fo vei'y fufpicipwy wliilfty 
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on the other Hand, I continued in my former 
Belief, that the other would have been as good 
as hia Word, as I ihould myfelf, on the like 
Promife. 

Yet again a Bookfeller may, perhaps, pretendy 
that he has a Friend of Eminence, Sc* who will 
not be fcen or known to criticife upon an Author's 
Copy. But, in Anfwer to this Pretence, I need on- 
ly repeat what I have already obferved, viz. that 
I cannot ' apprehend why any Examiner, what- 
foever be his Station of Life, Ihould conceal him- 
felf from the Author, if he delign to proceed in 
a fair and impartial Manner ; and if he is refolv- 
cd to remain unknown, and the Bookfeller have 
no one elfe to undertake this Task, methinks, 
the Author ihould apply to another of the Trade, 
who has a lefs fcrupulous, as well as a more con-* 
verfable Judge, whofe Capacity and Integrity 
will conftquently more confpicuoufly appear to. 
both the* Parties concerned. - 

And now. Gentlemen, I muft offer one Obfcr- 
vation more, in relation to the common Com- 
plaint of Authors againft the Members of your 
Society, viz. that you d6 not give them fuffici- 
cnt Encouragement. I have hinted before, that 
this is often their own Fault, and alfo ftiewo the 
Hazard you run 5 but I fhall here venture to ad* 
Vance farther, in your Favour, with a View of 
re6tifying the miftaken Apprehenfions or unrea-* 
fonable Expeftations of Authors, that tho', which 
muft be allowed, you fometimes have very ex- 
traordinary Gains by their Works, and they in 
Reality receive very little,' either in Money or 
Effedts, for their Copies, I do not, after all, find, 
that they have any jull Gaufe to complain, pro- 
vided they are paid, according to their Contradt 
or Agreement ; and I cannot forbear intreating 
them to conlider, as I do and have alv^ays done, 

that 
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that an Author muft unavoidably .at firft, and for 
fome Time too, yvork for Reputation, tho' af- 
terwards he may reafonably expedt, and, indeed, 
in a great Meafvire, command fuitable Profit, 
which, it is manifcft, he now does, whatever 
were the Difcouragements of Authors in former 
Times. Moreover, I think it may be fafely af- 
firmed, that Famcy tho' frequently no more than 
a gaudy ^ f^^^H^f ^^^ tranjitory ^bantom^ and 
therefore but rarely with extreme Anxiety pur- 
fued by the wifeft Men, while it lafts, is generally , 
or often accompanied with at leaft fome real Gain 
and Advantage j and even that, fuch as it is, 
Gentlemen, is fcarce ever, if at all attained 
without you ; fo that it muft be purchafed from 
you, who are the Guardians of this uncertain Sha^- 
doiv. 'Tis you alone have the Key that opens the 
PafTage to it ; and no young or new Author can 
poffibly become univerfal without you. This 
liirely is the Way that even the moft celebrated 
Writers have taken, in order to obtain the Fa- 
vour and Prefence of this derling Idol. ; What 
Prelate, Phylician, or Poet, could ever, as an 
Author, procure it, without your Affiftance ? 
And let fuch confider, that, like qther Keepers 
of Keys, you deferve to be paid for your Pains ; 
nor, indeed, as it is reported, can we juftly hope 
to enter Elyjium^ without fome Coft. 

Befides, Gentlemen, I muft do you ftill far- 
ther Juftice in the following Remark, which all 
Authors are, or at leaft ought to be acquainted 
with, viz. that, perhaps, one Third of the Books, 
difpofed of is not fold for ready Money ; and 
that two Thirds, if not three Fourths of thole 
you put off are exchanged among yourfelves for 
others, which would have no Sale at all, were 
they not thus puflVd and difperfed abroad by the 
Members of your Society, whofe particular In- 
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tereft it IS fo to render Copies that lie in Obfcu-^ 
ritjmore univerfal. Is, then, the good Succefs of 
a Workj in this Cafe, to be folcly afcribed to the 
Auth9r's Merit; or, rather, is it not principal- 
ly, if hot wholly owing to the Bookfelkr's Vigi*- 
iarice. Care, and Indi|ttry, who difpofds of it to 
|he beft Advantag?^ ? The former 1 take to be ^ 
groundlefs Pretence. Is it not manifeft, that noAur 
thor dyer did any thing to Purpofe, without your 
Coilcurrence ? And docs it not daily appear, that 
Pamphlets, tho' as well or even better written 
thian many Books that fell and become in general 
Efteem,.by the Bookfeller's Care, purely lor the 
Want of it, jtiifcarry, like Ihort-liv'd Flowers 
which^ in the Ihort Space of a Day, fpiiog up and 
die, wnlefs duly retreih'd and watered by the 
Hands pf ^ skilful and induftrious Gardener ? 
Heace, Gentlemen, I think it evidently follows, 
that there is a ^en^ fcay quoi in the Members of 
your Society ; that you have more Influence in 
the S^I^ of BookjS than Authors themfelves, and 
that their Works, without you, at leaft thofe of 
young ^nd unknown Authors, cannot live and 
turq to Account, I cannot fay, wliat intelligent 
and experienc'd Gardeners, ^to purllie the IV^tar 
phor) the Society formed pnncipally to promote 
the Interefl: of Authors, or any other of the like 
Nature^ may be provided with, to procure and 
propagate univerfal Fs^rne in their Favour, as 
well as to gaip for them fome prefent Profit, or 
even to iricfeafe the Reputation fome of them 
may have already acquired ; for this lime and 
due Experience alone can difcover. 

I am not iqfenfible^ Gentlemen, that it may 
appear fomewhat ftrange and furpriJing, that eveq 
^n Autnor fhould offer fo much, ift the Behalf' 
of your Society J yet iince I liavc advanced no- 
thing 
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(thing but what I apprehend to be undeniable 
Truths, and it may be pf Service to Authors 
faither to confider this Poipt, their Interefts be- 
ing generally more nearly ally'd to that of Book-» 
fellers than they are ufijally apt to imagine, I 
flxall fubjoin fonac farther Remarks to the fame 
Purpofe. And now, to add to what has been 
before 6id, ia your Defence and Vindication, 
may you not, turning the Tables upon Authors^ 
iuftly complain, that you have no fooner, as their 
^deputed Heralds, or common Trumpeters of 
Fame, founded abroad their Merit, (by whofe 
Works, it is true, you reap fome Advantage) 
thus rendering them univerfally known, and alio 
procuring for them their darling Fame they fo 
anxioufly purfue j I fay, that you have no ioon« 
er ferved them thus far, than they in a vindidivc 
Manner fue for Letters of Reprizal for Daniages 
fuitained, or, rather, feize on them by the mere 
Dint of their own Authority, and fo at once 
commence Bookfellets, Whether this be done 
by taking in Subfcriptions, or otherwi(e^ the 
Cafe is much, the fame, as to the injurious Treat* 
mcnt ; and therefore I am perfuaded you will 
naturally conclude, without a Prompter, that you 
have no lefs heavy Complaints againft them, than 
tliey do or can make againft the Members of your 
Society. 

But it is now. Gentlemen, in all Appearance 
high Time, having already enlarged fo far on 
this Subjedl, to draw to a Conclulion ; tho* I 
cannot forbear obferving a Particular or two, not 
hitherto taken Notice of^ in relation to Copies* 
You are fometimes difpleafed at an Author's re« 
fuiingf to leave his Copy in your Hands, appre- 
hending it to argue a Diftruft or Sufpicion of 
your Integrity, ^c^ I have, perhaps, before 

fuffi-; 



iiifficicntly ihewn the Reafonablcncls of fbch a 
Refufal, on many Occafions, without giving any 
Jtrft Gaufe of Otfeiicc ; but if it ihould be yet 
thouglit, that there is the leaft Hardfliip or In- 
jury in the Cafe, I would delire to be informed, 
whether an Author may not, with equal Rcafon, 
judge it to be a Difparagement of hira, as it 
feems to difcover a Doubt of his Capacity, to 
be asked, as if he was a School-boy, to part with 
his- Copy, in order to a proper Examination ; 
and this to be made poffibly by a Dunce too,- 
being chofen by one who frankly owns, that he 
knows nothing of the Matter. Can any Ufage 
be more provoking to a Perfon of Spirit and 
Parts, and efpecially if he have already appeared 
in thp. World with fome Reputation : Is no 
Faith . or Confidence to be put in an Author's 
Abilities, nor Regard to be paid to his Works ? 
Afliire )2ourfelves. Gentlemen, and I wiih you 
would confider it, that Authors in general, and 
particularly thofe who have the leaft Concern 
for their Charadter, juftly conceive, that they 
no fooiicr deliver you a Copy, as their own Per- 
formance, than that their Honour and Credit lie 
at Stake, and in moft Cafes their whole Repu- 
tation* 

And ^ to this Letter, Gentlemen, which I 
now addrefs to your Society, whether you may 
imagine yburfelves the moft competent Judges 
thereof^ in order to its Publication, is what I 
will not' pretend to determine ; but I cannot 
help thinking that, if you fhould undertake this 
Office yourfelves (as I am inclinable to believe 
you would, or at leaft ought, being fenfible that 
youfufiiciently underftand a Subje^ of this Sort, 
which principally relates to Bookfellers, and the 
moft material Branch of that Bufincfe) upon 
dipping into a few Paragraphs, and approving 

of 
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of the fame, ,this, together with the G)n(i- 
deration of the Author, if you have the leaft 
Opinion of his Knowledge, or Charafter, is. a 
futficient Proof of its being in general a good 
Performance. And I dare venture to affirm, 
that this is more to be rely'd on, than what 
you reft fatisfied with, in relation to many Co- 
pies you ^rint*^ for admitting that your Exami- 
ner is entirely diiinter^fted, which I doubt is very 
feldom the Cafe, if he has looked into the Manu- 
fcript at all, perhaps, he has read it fuperfici- 
ally, and with far his Attention than yourfelv^s 
would have done ; and yet he will pretend to 
give you a full Account of its real Value, tho' 
all the while he folely confults his own Ca- 
price or Humour. Nay, I dare ventwe to af^ 
firm, that few of thofe, through Favour imploy- 
cd in the Examination of Copies, pcrufe the 
whole, probably becaufe they know how to fpend 
their Time to a better Purpofe ; and there are, 
moreover, very frequently great Difficulties that 
attend the Reading of Manufcripts, ariiing from 
their being written in a crabbed and intricate 
Hand, not fairly tranfcribed, or elfe blotted and 
blurred by Scratches and Interlineations; fo that 
it is fcarce poffible to read them tolerably well, 
not even by the Authors themfelves, without 
much Trouble and Interruption. Indeed, it does 
not feem reafonable to expedt, that an Author 
Ihould write over and point his Copy, in the 
faircft and moft accurate Manner, for the Profit 
he iifually receives from the Bookfeller ; nor 
does he, on many Occafions, judge it expedient 
to have it tranfcribed by another Hand : For 
befidesthe many Corrections and Alterations 
that might then appear neceilary ; ihould it a^f- 
terwards lie by him for fome Time, he would, 
perhaps, interline it a-freih, aad at length ren- 
der 
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preffion to be damned or loft j efpecially vrhea^ 
as is the ufual Fraftice in fuch Cafes, the 
Bookfellcr, having* fold a Part, and the reft 
not having the Run he, expeded, fells them all 
at any Rate to the firft Purchafer, excepting at 
few which he referves, in. cafe they Ihouid ever 
become fcarce or faleable Books ) and, when an 
Author^s Works are proftituted in fo vile a Man- 
tiCTy does he not iuftain coniiderable Damage ? 

I know. Gentlemen, you will here readily re- 
ply, May we not difpofe of our own Property, as 
we pleafe, or think proper ? I anfwer. By no 
Means, wheti in fo doing you injure another, as 
you, doubtlefsj do the Author, in the Point un-' 
der Confideration ; and this Injury will appear 
highly aggravated, if he be regarded as a Cor* 
refj)ondent, Friend, or Acquaintance. Nay, in -- 
all Probability, the Fault of Over-printing, or 
making too large Impreffions, intirely lies at 
your Door ; and therefore you alone ought ta 
luffer on that Account, without involving inno-' 
cent Perfons. 

If you ihouid here inquire, What is moft ad- 

vifeable on thefe Occafions ? In the firft Place,' 

I think it extremely reafonable, that you copfult 

the Author himfeli (who is a Party immediately 

concerned, and may be greatly aggrieved by 

your taking an improper CouHc) as to the beft 

Method of promoting the Advantage of both ; 

and you ihouid particularly try, whether he will 

jiurcJiafe the Whole, or a Part of the Copies, at 

as low a Rate, or rather lower, than you would 

fell theni to a Bodkfeller, who, the' he common** 

ly have the Preference, has no equitable Title 

t6 it^ not does it conduce to your own or the 

Author's intereft. But if an Author cannot put 

you iii a better Way than that in common Ufe, ; 

or 13 unwilling to iacumbci: himfclf with the : 

Copies^ 
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Copies, I know not whether, as a Sort of Punilh- 
mcnt on yourfelves for the Error of printing too 
great a Number, you ought not, as the Dutch are 
reported to do with their Spices, deftroy fome, 
in order to give an additional Value to the reft j 
and I am apt to think, that this would turn to 
the bcft Account, not only for the Author's, but 
alfo the'Bookfeller's Advantage. 

However, Gentlemen, if you ihould likcwife 
difapprove of this Method, you are at Liberty 
to proceed in the Manner that ihall, in your 
Jv^dgment, appear moft fultable to the prefent 
Occafion ; but I muft at the fame Time add, 
that Authors, for their own Sakes, Ihould not en- 
courage too large an Impreffion, at leaft of the 
firft Edition, that the book may acquire an e- 
ftablilhed Reputation, in order to pave the Way 
for a fecond ; and then, they being well known, 
and their Name prefixed, the Bookleller may fafe- 
ly venture to print a greater Number. In a Word, 
they ihould oo all that is poifible, by honourable 
Means, to fecure themfelvcs from the forefaid In- 
juries ; which for aught I can fee to the contf ary, 
as I have already obferved, is in Reality to pro- 
mote not only their own, but your Advantage. 

As to the beft and moft effcftual St^ps to be 

taken by Authors to this Purpofe, J flialLrather 

chule to refer them to their own Difcretion, thaa 

defcend to Particulars ; but I judge it not amifs 

juft to hint, that for a certain Number of Book- 

fcllers, Partners in a Copy, which I am informed 

has been pra(%ifed, to givp an Author a larg^ 

Praemium tor his Hiftory of England^ and then 

wholly fupprefs it, left it flioulq prejudice the 

Sale of another of theirs formerly publiftcd, i^ 

not only injurious to the Aud^or but Mankind ii^ 

general, put to conclude, J muft leave thefe 

, Hints to your mature Confideration \ nor is it 

\ in my Opinion very material for me to fubfcribe 
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my Name to this Letter^ or acquaint you with 
the Name of the Author; it being, I hope, fuffi-t 
cient to aflure you, that I am, Gentlemen, 

Tmr moji Humble^ . 

Servant J £?if. . 

P O S T C R I P T. ^ 

IT may not be improper to remark hcre^ 
having forgot to mention it in the Body 
df this Difcourfe, that, in all Trades and Em-^ 
ployments, there are fome mean-fpirited and 
lufpicious Pcrfons j and that confequeatly there 
are iuch, in yours too, who may imagine, that 
the Publication of this Letter will lead Man-' 
kind into many Secrets of the Bookfc!ling Bufi- 
nefsb But alas ! they have no juft Caufe to 
entertain fuch low and ungenerous Apprehcn- '^' 
lions, lince Knowledge never, fails to do 
more Good than Harm ; and, particularly in 
your Way, it is undeniably certain, that more 
Bulinefs is done, and to better Purpofe, among 
yourfelv^es, and with Men who undcrftand the , 
Value of Books, than with the ignorant and. 
unskilful. For iny Part, I have ever thought, 
that moil: of the rerfons, with whom I inclined 
to have any Dealings, knew too little rather ♦ 
than too much, which in moft Gafes I appre- 
hend to be a great Difadvantage, as to the ef- 
fe(Stual Execution of any important Defign, 
that is honeft and honourable ; nnce the know- 
ing and judicious always difpatch it fboner, and 
far better than thole of the contrary Gharaftcr 
who are, on all Occafions too ftiy and timo- 
rous. I have now no more to add, but only, 
Gentlemen, to acquaint you, to whom I have 
diredted my Letter ^ that, if you receive any 
JLiight or Inftruftion from it, you by no Means 
ought to be uneafy, if others too partake of 
tiic fame jftidvantage, 
^ ■ BOOKSj 
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Admiralty-Office, 

I. It yC Any curious Chimney-Pieces, Ciclings, 
J^'jL Alcoves, Stair-Cafes, Piers, Obelisks, 
Rooms, Temples, Theatres, Garden Seats, and 
other fine Pieces ;^ with their Plans, Profiles, and 
Elevations, 6?^. tront the Original Deligns of 
Inigo JoneSy Mr. Kenty Mr. yaac Ware^ iifefiil 
%o Gentlemen, Builders, and others : Curiouily 
EngravM on 53 Copper Plates, by Fourdriftiery 
fud upon a fine Royal Paper. Price 145. Bound. 

a. Mr. Wares Palladio, curioufly Engraved by- 
himielfl N^ B. This is an exadb Copy from the* 
beft Original Balian ; with an intire New and 
Correft Tranflation, and the only oue in Engliih : 
Parallels of the other Englifr Palladio's are to be 
feen.at my Shop. 

3. A Table of the Pay and Sobsistance 
allowed by the Eftabliihment, to the feveral 
Officers and Soldiers of his Majcily's Forces;, 
wi^ an AMrad of the Military Eflabliihment 
of Great Britaiff^ ihewing the Number of Regi« 
ments, the Men in each, and Pay per Day, and 
per Annum. Neatly Engrav'd on a Copper Plate^ 
Price 6d. 

4. An Intire New Defign for Weftminfier 
Bridge of 9 Arches, independent of each other, 
faving above 24,174/. with Obfervations on all 
the other Defigns j and a Reply to Mr. James^ 
detcding his many AWurditics, by which it is c- 
vident he is a Stranger to Geometry, ^c. In 2 
Parts, with Guts, by Mr. Langley. Price a s. 

5. Thompson's Four Seafous, and other Poem8> 
adorned with fix curious Cuts, Defigned by Mr» 
Kenty and Engraved by M. Tardieu at ^ariSy 
printed upon a fine Royal Paper, in 4to. N. B^ 
Britannia is now added^ morp wan was to t^e 
Subfcribers Books. 
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<L Th« Car p.bntebt's Comp anion, being an accu- 
tatc and complete Treatife of Carpenters » Works, in 
\thich is containM variou$ Sorts of liraber-rHloor^, Par- 
titions; Bridges,' andre^cially RoofeJ with their- man- 
ner of JFraming, Tru{fihg,'S?^. madeeaiy to all concerned 
in iBjLiildlng, but napre. paftigujady to Carpenters. To 
:Cyh^)>. . i* added, the iivje Orders of ArcHitefture, in a 
Djiore ealy apd.cQncife Hethod, than any, yet. piAlifjhed, 
. j^xemplined in ab6at'"ico Kgares, finely'" EtigravM upon 
Copper. Plates. By Raines Smithy jQarpcpter, .ip a neat 
Pocket Volume* Price Bound /is*^' \' - ^ 

.7.. The ^d Editionof the Vqung Birr tDER's Rudi- 
ments, teaching in a plain familiar way$^ b^-Quefti- 
OQ and. Anfper, all the raoft'ufcfui P^iits pf Geometry,' 
4rcijkf fttire, Mefihfli^icks; jVl^nfuration, and Perfpediv^, 
i^Q. ]Tp whic^ are now afid^^ t]be five Orders leveral. 
tcautifur Doors,' Windo>iirs, (^a^ according to Inigo ^onei 
. and othtw 5 adorned ^xiJith above 506 'Figures, cunouffy 
Engraved on Copper Vm^sr' Price Bound 7 J. 6d. - 

i. The only'^cQmpleat Cafe, Tryal, an<f Lbye Letters 
ofM'i&rCadl'ere^^^ Father ^- Si Girardj.^ Jefuit^- 
wherein it is proved, fhkt he feduced her and fix other 
Female Votaries, by Ae abominable Jefuitical Doftrines 
of Quietilhr^ Enchantment, Sorcery, a^id foiritu^l Inceft, 
into, the trioft criminal Excefles of Lewdneis 5 adorn 'd 
with Copper Plates, iti 4 neat Pocket Vohmies. Price 
los. Boimd.-;*N. S. T(s' pofitively affinndy.that tMs^ 
^trynl ccfi the Jefuhi fever al Millions to fcreen 'their 
tihtheffrom the Odittm^of wbicif they kneinhe 'was 

• 9. The jd Edition, with large Additions of a new 
Fr encH'Gr a mm a r, teaching a Perlbn of a|i. ordinary 
Capacity, without the Help of a Mailer, to Read, Write, 
apdSpeak that Tongue, in leis than ha.j£tb'e\irnal Time„ 
in a Method neter.atteixipted before, *i;/ij/ (lie Verbs, a 
Vcjca^bulary, and the Dialdguei, ?J?tf.-piinred tn three Co-^' 
iumns/ I. Th^ Pre net, as pronmmc^d (leaving all^the 
5-.etters out that are. not pronounced).' z. The JSn^lfJh. 
9, The French, as Wiitten and Spelt. By y. E. TandOni . 
Teacher of the faid Tongvie^^^ her 'Grace the Dulcheli 
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